DISGRACE   ABOUNDING
that which caused the death of Dollfuss? If we mean any-
thing at all by the declaration that our policy is founded on
the League and that we shall fulfil our obligations, possibilities
of this kind must give food for thought to every British
citizen. For we may have to intervene at any moment. The
independence of Austria is a key position* If Austria perishes,
Czechoslovakia becomes indefensible. Then the whole of
the Balkans will be submitted to a gigantic new influence.
Then the old German dream of a Central Europe ruled by
and subject to Berlin will become reality from the Baltic
to the Mediterranean and the Black Sea, witli incalculable
consequences not only for our country but for our whole
Empire,
Could you have clearer foresight than that? Is there any possible
justification for being unready, for being taken by surprise, when
you see things so clearly and so far in advance?
Not Neville Chamberlain said that, but Austen, his half-brother,
who had studied in Germany in his youth, knew the Germans,
knew Germany, knew foreign affairs, warned his father Joseph
what to expect. Did he not warn Neville? Did Neville think he
knew better? Or was it his opinion that Czechoslovakia was not
worth saving? If so, why was Benesh not told, Bcnesh who had
asked often enough for a clear lead, Benesh who could have made
honourable terms with Germany.
Read what that other Chamberlain, who knew Germany, said
on July ayth, 1936:
I know of no parallel case of a government which expresses
the wish for peace and friendly relations with another govern-
ment and nevertheless displays so complete a contempt for
friendly relations- That is a bad omen for these new negotia-
tions. The more conciliatory we are the more does Germany
bluster. The more we show our readiness to give, the greater
become her demands/Is it not better, especially when you have
to do with a government with such a past, clearly to say what
you mean? I venture to put it to the House and the Govern-
ment thus: negotiations cannot be brought to success by the
encouragement of vague, elastic, expansive hopes. The point
146

